
Second Nature Statement on the Release of the IPCC Report

The latest report1 from the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change describes “an atlas of human suffering and a damning indictment of failed
climate leadership” according to Secretary António Guterres (United Nations, UN
Web TV).

In response to the report’s release, Second Nature urges higher education
institutions to continue acting swiftly to mitigate, and adapt to, the threat of
climate catastrophe, recognizing that climate impacts may soon outpace
humanity's ability to adapt to it.

The report, released on February 28th, spans more than 2,000 pages, draws from
more than 34,000 studies, and involves 270 authors from 67 countries. In summary,
it finds that:2

1. Climate impacts are already more severe than expected, with just 1.1
degrees C of warming. Half the global population faces water insecurity at
least one month per year, and since 2008, floods and storms have forced
more than 20 million people from their homes each year. If warming exceeds
1.5 degrees C, irreversible effects of climate change will occur, such as rapid
sea-level rise, loss of Arctic sea ice and ice sheets, long heatwaves and
droughts, and high-impact events, such as mass forest dieback.

2. Inequity, weak governance, poverty, and limited access to basic services
constrain communities’ abilities to adapt to climate change. In highly
vulnerable nations, for example, mortality from droughts, storms, and floods
in 2010-2020 was 15 times greater than in countries with very low
vulnerability.

2 IPCC, 2022� Climate Change 2022� Impacts, Adaptation, and Vulnerability. Contribution of Working Group II to the Sixth
Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change [H.-O. Pörtner, D.C. Roberts, M. Tignor, E.S.

1 This is the sixth in a series of comprehensive Assessment reports that have been released by the
IPCC. A summary of the report can be found here. Each report assesses the state of scientific,
technical and socio-economic knowledge on climate change, its impacts and future risks, and
options for reducing the rate at which climate change is taking place. The previous report was
released in 2014, and called for the world to limit global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius above
pre-industrial levels.
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3. More financial support should be given to adaptation efforts, which are a
critical and underfunded component of combating climate change. This
includes funding social programs that improve equity and justice,
ecosystem-based adaptation, and new technologies and infrastructure.

This third finding is most directly relevant to higher education, as institutions have
a critical role to continue to play in the advancement of the various climate change
mitigation and adaptation approaches listed below. The higher education sector
should:

● Participate in partnerships between governments, civil society organizations,
and the private sector in order to increase the resilience of vulnerable
communities. These partnerships should provide infrastructure and services.

● Support policies that invest in the research, development, and deployment of
renewable energy. With the passage and implementation of such policies,
schools will progress toward their decarbonization goals, while also
significantly reducing their energy costs and increasing grid resilience.

● Increase the sustainability of its food systems, such as by shifting more
toward serving plant-based foods that are less carbon-intensive.

● Construct buildings that are energy efficient and resilient to the impacts of
climate change.

● Invest in ecosystem-based adaptation, like urban agriculture, urban forestry,
and river restoration, which can increase the resilience of urban areas.3

You can read more about higher education’s role in adapting to a changing climate
here. Additionally, if you’re wondering which specific policies your institution can
support, please reach out to policyteam@secondnature.org.

Higher education institutions know that we need to act now, and this report only
reiterates the urgency of this action. We have the opportunity to make the
investments needed to transition away from fossil fuels and build our resiliency in
the face of climate disaster, and the time to act is now.

3 IPCC, 2022� Climate Change 2022� Impacts, Adaptation, and Vulnerability. Contribution of Working Group II to the Sixth
Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change: Summary for Policymakers. [H.-O. Pörtner, D.C.
Roberts, M. Tignor, E.S.
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