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Scaled Renewable Energy Pilot Factsheet 
 

Learn how to reduce energy costs while meeting your American College & University Presidents’ Climate 
Commitment (ACUPCC) goals by using power purchase agreements to source renewable energy. 
 
1. What is the Scaled Renewable Energy Pilot? 
Second Nature is partnering with Altenex to pilot a new, free service to help ACUPCC signatories located in 
the Northeast quickly evaluate and source on- and off-site renewable energy for their campuses. 
 
2. Why should I consider renewable energy as a strategy for my university? 
Properly selected and structured, renewable energy costs less than conventional sources of power, 
allowing schools to achieve climate and sustainability goals while reducing costs and risks associated with 
fossil energy. 
 
3. What is a renewable energy Power Purchase Agreement (PPA)? 
A PPA is a contract to purchase power from a renewable energy project, at a predetermined price, for a 
specific period of time, typically 15-20 years. PPAs can be used for both on-site projects, such as solar 
panels on university facilities, and off-site projects, such as wind farms or commercial-scale solar 
installations. 
 
4. How do I participate in the Pilot? 
Second Nature is hosting two renewable energy workshops to introduce signatories to the Pilot. Attendees 
and other interested schools can enroll in the Pilot at any time before October 30, 2015.  
 
Participants agree to provide information about their current energy use and renewable energy goals so 
that our market services partner, Altenex, can prepare a specific Renewable Energy Strategy for each 
institution. The Strategy will include identification and preliminary financial analysis of specific on- and off-
site renewable energy opportunities. Participants also agree to schedule an initial Renewable Energy 
Strategy review meeting with their internal stakeholder teams and Altenex.  
 
5. Is there any cost to participate? 
No. There is no cost to participate in the workshops or enroll in the Pilot.  
Scaled Renewable Energy Purchasing Workshops: 

! Tuesday, July 7th, 12:30pm – 5:00 pm (optional solar tour at 10am), Cornell University, Ithaca, NY 
! Thursday, July 9th, 12:30 – 5:00 pm, Seaport Boston Hotel, Boston, MA 

 
6. What will I get from participating? 
Once enrolled, Altenex will build your energy profile, educate your stakeholders, analyze the market, 
identify renewable energy projects meeting your criteria, and provide insight into economic value, 
potential contract structure, procurement and more. If you choose to proceed with an identified project, 
Altenex will work with your team to negotiate and execute your renewable energy power purchase 
agreement(s). 
 
7. Who are the partners?  
The Scaled Renewable Energy Pilot is a pilot program of Second Nature. Second Nature has partnered with 
Altenex to offer this pilot. Altenex is a leading renewable energy services provider helping large energy 
users reduce energy costs and risks by using power purchase agreements to source renewable energy. 
 
8. Is there a deadline? 
The deadline for enrolling is October 30, 2015. Enrollment spaces are limited. 
 
For more information, contact: 
Michele Madia, Director of Education and Partnerships, Second Nature,  
617-722-0036, mmadia@secondnature.org 


