
Elsa Mengistu, Cultural Development & Outreach Specialist, Generation Green and 

Student, Howard University 

 

Bold, Intentional, Holistic, Unapologetic, Insightful. These are all words to describe Elsa 

Mengistu. Mengistu is a strategist and visionary within the environmental movement. She is the 

Cultural Development and Outreach Specialist and Founding Member at Generation Green 

(GG). GG is an intergenerational network, community, and platform that fortifies youth 

leadership in the environmental liberation movement throughout the African Diaspora.  

 

Elsa’s focus for 2021 and beyond is to use her words, ideas, and vision to change the perceptions 

of various industries, including environmental space by uplifting Black women and youth. As a 

public speaker and political communicator, Elsa routinely conveys her ideas on the 

interconnectedness of social issues, identities, and life itself. Some places you may see her words 

are in Congress, YouthMundus Rome, and numerous other panels, keynotes, and workshops. As 

an expert on youth empowerment, organizing, and social impact she advises and consults for 

various companies and organizations to ensure equity, justice, and imagination are at the 

forefront of their missions and campaigns.  

 

Mengistu is the former Director of Operations at This is Zero Hour, a global grassroots climate 

organization intent on gaining support for the Youth Climate Movement. She initially began 

working with ZH to organize the first Youth Climate March held in over 25 cities internationally. 

She was instrumental in the external and internal growth of the organization for almost three 

years.  

 

Currently, Elsa is serving on the Steering Committee for Power Shift 2021, a 4,000 person 

convening to mobilize for climate action. In 2019, she was named as one of Grist’s 50 Fixers, a 

group of up-and-coming individuals working on innovative solutions to fix the biggest 

challenges that face our globe. She also is pursuing a degree in Political Science at Howard 

University with the hopes of combining her commitment to the planet and its people with her 

world view of politics and business.  

https://www.gen-green.org/

