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C A M P A I G N  F O R  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  

L I T E R A C Y   

 
September 15, 2008 
 

The Honorable Tom Harkin, Chairman 

The Honorable Arlen Specter, Ranking Member 
Labor, Health and Human Services, Education     

Appropriations Subcommittee 

United States Senate 
131 Dirksen Senate Office Building  

Washington, DC 20510 
 

 

The Honorable David R. Obey, Chair           

The Honorable James Walsh, Ranking Member 
Labor, Health and Human Services, Education 

      Appropriations Subcommittee 

United States House of Representatives 
2358 Rayburn House Office Building  

Washington, DC 20515 
 

 

Dear Chairman Harkin, Ranking Member Specter, Chairman Obey, and Ranking Member 
Walsh; 

 

On behalf of the thousands of higher education institutions, organizations, students, 
industry partners, faculty, and administrators throughout the nation who are committed to 

helping the U.S. find a pathway towards a more sustainable future, we write to you today to 

urge you to appropriate $50 million as originally envisioned for the University Sustainability 
Program authorized as part of the College Opportunity and Affordability Act (HR 4137).  

 
Many of us originally wrote to you last March about the importance of funding this new 

program. However, we are very concerned about the impact of an extended Continuing 

Resolution on funding this new program, and request that Congress provide additional funding 
to the Department of Education to launch this high priority in FY09. Time is not on our side 

with this issue.  

 
Many of our institutions are committed, but struggling to find funds, to implement 

critical responses to such pressing issues as climate change and clean energy. As a result, 

this new program has received broad support across the country from over 200 college and 
university presidents, representing the full range from small private liberal arts colleges to 

large public universities. Over 25 major higher education associations, collectively 

representing the majority of higher education institutions in the nation, have also endorsed 
the program, along with many other environmental and education organizations. 

 
In short, the University Sustainability Program will help equip the coming generation of 

scientists, engineers, planners, and business professionals with the fundamental knowledge 

vital to meet the mounting global challenges that we face as a nation. As energy demands, 
population growth, and urban development place greater stress on our economic and life-

support systems, the need for developing innovative and successful sustainable development 

practices is becoming critical to sustaining our economic competitiveness, improving 
environmental health, and creating more livable communities. Higher education plays a 

pivotal role in meeting this need.  

 
We thank you for considering this important request. Please contact James Elder, 

Director of the Campaign for Environmental Literacy (elder@FundEE.org, 978-526-7768) with 
any questions about this letter.  
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CO-SIGNATORIES:  

 

David Svaldi, President Adams State College, CO 

Elizabeth Kiss, President Agnes Scott College, GA 

Charles M. Edmondson, President Alfred University, NY 

Geoffrey M. Cox, President Alliant International University, CA 

Jack P. Calareso, President Anna Maria College, MA 

David A. Caruso, President        Antioch University New England, NH 

Michael Mulnix, President Antioch University Santa Barbara, SB 

Michael M. Crow, President Arizona State University, AZ 

Jo Ann Gora, President Ball State University, IN  

Larry Shinn, President Berea College, KY 

Stephen Briggs, President Berry College, GA 

Lois B. DeFleur, President Binghamton University-SUNY, NY 

Kay Schallenkamp, President  Black Hills State University, SD 

Mary L. Fifield, President  Bunker Hill Community College, MA 

J. Michael Ortiz, President California State Polytechnic University Pomona, CA 

Paul Zingg, President California State University, Chico, CA 

Dianne F. Harrison, President California State University, Monterey Bay, CA 

Kathleen Schatzberg, President  Cape Cod Community College, MA 

Ellen Sheppard, President Carolinas College of Health Sciences, NC 

William Christopher, President Cascadia Community College, WA 

David H. Roe, President Central College, IA 

Jerilyn S. McIntyre, President Central Washington University, WA  

James M. Walton, President Centralia College, WA 

Esther L. Barazzone, President Chatham University, PA 

John Bassett, President Clark University, MA 

MaryAnn Baenninger, President  College of Saint Benedict, MN  

David Hales, President College of the Atlantic, ME  

Ronald Thomas, President Dakota County Technical College, MN  

Jean Goodnow, President Delta College, MI 

William G. Durden, President  Dickinson College, PA 

William G. Ingram, President Durham Technical Community College, NC 

Rosalind Reichard, President Emory & Henry College, VA 

Sheila R. Sykes, VP for Administration  Fitchburg State College, MA  

James G. Moseley, President Franklin College, IN   

George J. Hagerty, President Franklin Pierce University, NH 

David E. Shi, President Furman University, SC 

Alan G. Merten, President  George Mason University, DC  

James E. Brenneman, President  Goshen College, IN 

James  F. LaCalle, President Harford Community College, MD 

Rose Harrell Johnson, President Haywood Community College, NC 

John Light, President Hocking College, OH  

Nancy O. Gray, President Hollins University, VA 

Mary Spangler, Chancellor Houston Community College, TX 

Kathleen Hetherington, President Howard Community College, MD 

Cheryl Frank, President Inver Hills Community College, MN 

T Harold Prior, President Iowa Lakes Community College, IA 

Daniel Phelan, President Jackson Community College, MI 

Thomas R. Kepple, President  Juniata College, PA 

Eileen B. Wilson-Oyelaran, President Kalamazoo College, MI 

Jerry Weber, President Kankakee Community College, IL 
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Helen F. Giles-Gee, President Keene State College, NH 

Betsy Boze, Dean Kent State University, Stark Campus, OH 

F. Stuart Gulley, President  LaGrange College, GA 

Michael A. Lanser, President Lakeshore Technical College, WI   

Mary Spilde, President Lane Community College, OR 

Martha Ellis, President Lee College, TX 

Guy Riekeman, President  Life University, GA 

Robert B. Lawton, President Loyola Marymount University, CA 

Bettsey Barhorst, President  Madison Area Technical College, WI  

Dennis Michaelis, President McLennan Community College, TX 

Ronald D. Liebowitz, President  Middlebury College, VT 

Geoffrey Gamble, President Montana State University, MT  

Richard Giese, President  Mount Union College, OH  

Daniel M. Asquino, President  Mount Wachusett Community College, MA 

Darlene G. Miller, President New Hampshire Community Technical College, NH 

Cameron Brunet-Koch, President North Central Michigan College, MI 

Wayne M. Burton, President North Shore Community College, MA  

Jon H. Larson, President Ocean County College, NJ 

Roderick J. McDavis, President Ohio University, OH 

Debbie L. Sydow, President  Onondaga Community College, NY 

Beverley Byers-Pevitts, President Park University, MD 

John Mills, President Paul Smith’s College, NY  

Thomas Schutte, President Pratt Institute, NY 

Tom Schutte, President  Pratt Institute, NY 

Daniel E. Garvey, President  Prescott College, AZ 

Thomas J. Schwarz, President Purchase College, SUNY, NY 

Mordechai Rozanski, President Rider University, NJ 

Linda Thor, President Rio Salado College, AZ 

Gerald S. Jakubowski, President Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology, IN 

Sharon Latchaw Hirsh, President  Rosemont College, PA 

Dietrich Reinhart, OSB, President  Saint John’s University, MN  

Eugene J. Cornacchia, President Saint Peter's College NJ  
Joel Cunningham, Vice Chancellor & 
President Sewanee- The University of the South, TN 

James Davis, President Shenandoah University, VA  

Carol Christ, President Smith College, MA 

Lisa A. Rossbacher, President  Southern Polytechnic State University, GA 

W. Richard Merriman, Jr., President Southwestern College, KS 

Rose B. Bellanca, President  St. Clair County Community College, MI  

Daniel F. Sullivan, President  St. Lawrence University, NY 

Erik Bitterbaum, President State University of New York at Cortland, NY 

Deborah F. Stanley, President State University of New York at Oswego, NY 

Erik J. Bitterbaum, President State University of New York Cortland, NY 

Elisabeth Muhlenfeld, President Sweet Briar College, VA 

Nancy Cantor, Chancellor & President Syracuse University, NY 

Gregory H. Williams, President The City College of New York, NY   

Curt Heuring, Vice President The College of New Jersey, NJ 

Thomas L. Purce, President The Evergreen State College, WA 

Robert L. Caret, President Towson University, MD  

John R. Brazil, President Trinity University, TX 

Mitchell Thomashow, President Unity College, ME 

John B. Simpson, President University at Buffalo; SUNY, NY 
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John White, Chancellor University of Arkansas, AK 

John C. Hitt, President University of Central Florida, FL 

Aaron Podolefsky, President University of Central Missouri, MO 

Nancy L. Zimpher, President University of Cincinnati, OH 

G. P. "Bud" Peterson, Chancellor University of Colorado at Boulder, CO  

Timothy P. White, President University of Idaho, ID  

Richard W. Cost, President University of Maine at Fort Kent, ME 

Cynthia E. Huggins, President University of Maine at Machias. ME 

David J. Ramsay, President University of Maryland, Baltimore, MD  

Shirley C. Raines, President University of Memphis, TN 

Jacqueline Johnson, Chancellor University of Minnesota Morris, MN 

George M. Dennison, President University of Montana, MT 

Gretchen M. Bataille, President  University of North Texas, TX 

Stuart Dorsey, President  University of Redlands, CA 

Robert L. Carothers, President University of Rhode Island, RI 

Michael Vinciguerra, President  University of St. Francis, IL 

Mark A. Emmert, President   University of Washington, WA 

Brian Levin-Stankevich, Chancellor University of Wisconsin - Eau Claire, WI 

Don Betz, Chancellor University of Wisconsin - River Falls, WI 

Linda Bunnell, Chancellor University of Wisconsin - Stevens Point, WI  

Julius E. Erlenbach, Chancellor University of Wisconsin - Superior, WI 

Richard Telfer, Interim Chancellor  University of Wisconsin - Whitewater, WI 

Linda Bunnell, Chancellor University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point, WI 

Joe Sertich, President Vermilion Community College, MN 

Billy Greer, President Virginia Wesleyan College, VA 

William Sanborn Pfeiffer, President Warren Wilson College, NC 

Kenneth P. Ruscio, President Washington and Lee University, VA 

Baird Tipson, President Washington College, MD 

Ann Millner, President Weber State University, UT 

James W. Schmotter, President Western Connecticut State University, CT 

Mike Pieper, VP - Finance and Operations  Western Technical College, WI 

Evan S. Dobelle. President Westfield State College, MA 

Michael S. Bassis, President Westminster College, UT 

Kathi Hiyane-Brown, President Whatcom Community College, WA 

Sharon D. Herzberger, President  Whittier College, CA 

Arnold Speert, President William Paterson University, NJ  

Lorna Duphiney Edmundson, President  Wilson College, PA  

Judith Ramaley, President Winona State University, MN 

Janelle C. Ashley, President Worcester State College, MA 
 


